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MACKINAC ISLAND CONFERENCE 



THE SOCIAL SIDE OF THE CON- 
FERENCE 

It was evident that the time spent in 
traveling to the A. L. A. was not wasted, 
for it seemed, as the different boat loads 
were landed at Mackinac Island, that the 
conference had already begun. Remem- 
bering the deck conferences, and story 
hours already enjoyed, every one viewed 
with happy anticipation the great verandas 
of the Grand Hotel. 

Friday, July first, was Michigan day, 
and in the afternoon the long drive around 
the island and through shady wood roads 
was taken by many. At five o'clock tea 
was served on the verandas, where the 
music, tasteful arrangements, and pretty 
gowns made an impression most pleas- 
antly remembered. In the evening, at the 
opening session, Miss Nina K. Preston, in 
a few graceful words of greeting, made 
us feel that we were all welcome and that 
there was much to be enjoyed. After the 
regular program an informal rally was 
held down on the lawn, among the trees, 
where, by the light of many gay Japanese 
lanterns, Michigan songs and other old 
favorites were sung. Suddenly inspired, 
the singers (and others) took the lanterns, 
and waving them, moved in fantastic lines 
across the green and on up the hill to 
the hotel. Viewed from the verandas the 
sight was most picturesque. 

Taking time from the great number of 
programs prepared, short excursions to 
Bois Blanc, St. Ignace, and Les Cheneaux 
were taken, and the fascinating old fort 
and quaint town were well inspected. 

Mr. Faxon kindly arranged a whole day 
at Les Cheneaux, where long walks and 
delightful explorations through deep woods 
could be enjoyed by those who, in spite 
of their strenuous library duties, had cul- 
tivated their love of woods and birds. A 
luncheon was served in the home of a 
hospitable resorter who kindly acted as 
guide in the afternoon. 

In spite of the hot weather, considerable 
vigor and energy were displayed. The 
tennis courts were well patronized, while 
a most exciting series of ball games was 



loudly cheered by enthusiastic fans. 
Horseback riding was not neglected, and 
many narrow roads, almost inaccessible 
by carriage, were explored and enjoyed 
by merry parties who clattered gaily 
through leafy paths. The regularity with 
which certain prominent members of the 
Association disappeared in the morning or 
afternoon bespoke the excellency of the 
golf links, and in fact almost every recrea- 
tion so eloquently vouched for in that 
most excellent session, "Recreation for 
librarians," was here tested and enjoyed. 
On four different evenings, after lec- 
tures and programs were over, the strains 
from a fine orchestra beguiled many to 
an extra hour of pleasure. These informal 
dances were very popular, and did much 
to promote acquaintance and good fellow- 
ship. The spirit of camaraderie and good- 
will at this Thirty-first conference was 
marked, and much commented upon. 

C. H. F. 



THE POST-CONFERENCE TRIP 

Before recounting the post-conference 
experiences, mention should be made of 
the "inter-conference picnic" to the 
"Snows," as Les Cheneaux Islands are 
called. Mr. Stevens of the Homestead, 
Pa., library, placed his cottage near Arnold 
Point at the disposal of the party, and 
his broad piazza was a delightful head- 
quarters both for serving the lunch, and 
as a resting place during the day. 

About 150 left Mackinac Island on July 
3 on the steamer Islander, and after a 
pleasant sail among the islands, disem- 
barked at Arnold Point, where Mr. Stevens 
loaded the supplies in his motor boat, 
while the party walked over the cobbles 
along the beach, a narrow way between 
forest and lake, which the nature-lovers 
thoroughly enjoyed, but of which one 
lady — French-heeled and hobble-skirted — 
was heard to say, "The idea of taking us 
over such a place! I would never have 
come a step had I known." Nevertheless, 
all arrived none the worse for the trip 
at the Stevens bungalow, delayed some- 
what by wild strawberries in the meadow 



